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Coalition celebrates Romanian National Day

=

Story by Staff Sgt. Johnny A. Thompson
4" Public Affairs Detachment

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — Uniting in
brotherhood to commemorate a significant
event in their partner’s history members of
the coalition force here gathered at the Parwan
Provincial Reconstruction Team center in ob-
servance of Romanian National Day yester-
day.

Hosted by the Romanian Army Detach-
ment, the event afforded coalition partners
the opportunity to learn more about
Romanian’s history and culture.

“December 1, 1918, wasamoment of grace
(for Romanian),” said Lt. Col. Matelu Vaentin,

Coalition PartnerslistensasU.S. Army Lt. Col. Bill Cojocar, CFLCC, trandatesRomanian Christ-

See ROMANIAN, Page 3

mas carols as part of the Romanian National Day festivities.

Pedagogy Teachers’ Institute in Jalalabad opens

Story and photo by Sgt. 1st ClassAngelita Colon-Francia
211" Mobile Public Affairs Detachment

JALALABAD, Afghanistan — The Provincial Reconstruc-
tion Team (PRT) at Jalalabad recently celebrated the grand
reopening of the Pedagogy Teachers’ Institute in Jalalabad.

The school opening marks the return of the teachers’ train-
ing institute that, under the Taliban's rule, was dismantled
brick by brick in order to construct other buildings. All that
remained of the school when U.S. civil military forces, the
Islamic Transitional Government of Afghanistan (I'TGA) and
non-governmental organizations began the reconstruction
project was its foundation.

“The rebuilding of Pedagogy is significant because this
school will educate the future teachers of Afghanistan,” said
Capt. Dean P. Thompson of the 321% Civil Affairs Brigade out
of San Antonio, Texas. “When the Taliban was here there
wasn’t much of a need for teachers and education in general
suffered badly. The more teachers that are trained here, the
more the education level in Afghanistan will improve.”

Prior to the reconstruction of Pedagogy, classes were held
outdoors. Student and teachers sat on the ground, vulner-
able to weather conditions.

The new institute houses 16 classrooms and will accom-
modate 2,000 student-teachers in two shifts.

PRTslikethe onein Jalalabad function to promote security
and remove many of the causes of instability by extending the
reach of the ITGA into regions beyond Afghanistan’s capital.

PRTs maintain an understated presence that is non-threat-
ening to the Afghan people through assi stance, such as build-
ing schools, wells, medical clinics and conducting Coopera-
tive Medical Assistance events.

PRTs also function as a safe platform from which civilian
advisors provide technical expertise to assist in rebuilding
projects.

The rebuilding of Afghanistan’s schools and education
system will help to address its current illiteracy problem and
will demonstrate that life hereisreturning to normal.

There are approximately three million children in school
here, almost one-third of them girls.

See PRT, Page 4
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World News (Compiled from CNN.com)

Putiniscallingfor arapidtransfer of power in Irag.

Putin demands early elections

MOSCOW —Russian President Vladimir
Putin, in a telephone cal with U.S. President
George Bush, has caled for “the earliest pos-
sbledections’ inlrag.

Putin, according to his press service, dso
urgedthe"transfer of power toanew Iraqgj lead-
ership that isrecognized by thewhole people.”

Russahasconsgtently pushedfor U.N. in-
volvementin Irag and arapid transfer of paliti-
cd power tothelragi people.

The press service also said that Bush
“praised Russiasrole’ in Georgia, where the
former president, Eduard Shevarnadze, sepped
down in the face of massive street demonstra-
tionsgparked by fraudulent parliamentary elec-
tions.

Bush, the press sarvice said, praised Rus-
dan efforts to prevent the revolution from de-
generating into violence.

Russian Foreign Minigter Igor Ivanov flew
to the Georgian capitd, Thilis, during the dis-
turbancesto mediate between Shevarnadzeand
the opposdition at a critical and dangerous mo-
ment.

Both presidents, according to the press ser-
vice, urgedinternationa monitoring of thecom-
ing presdentid and parliamentary lectionsin
Georgia, scheduled for January 4, 2004.

Putin dso informed Bush of aRussan ini-
tiative to settle the conflict between Moldova
and the breskaway Transdniester region.

Thetwo leadersexpressed satifaction with
Russian-U.S. relationsthisyear since Putinvis-
ited the United States.

They noted in particular contacts between
Russian and U.S. government agencies and
ministrieswhich, they said, have hel ped to put
their agreementsinto practice.

- - :

Mildred Muhammad is seen during her testi-
mony at the trial of ex-husband John Allen
Muhammad last month.

Sniper’s ex-wife: Muhammad
was ‘magnet’ for children

CHESAPEAKE,Va—-JhnAllenMuhammed
wasa“magnettochildren,” hisex-wifetedtified
Monday in the trial of Lee Boyd Malvo,
Muhammead's dleged accomplice in the Wash-
ington-areasniper killings.

Mildred Muhammead, who aso tedtified in
her ex-husband’strid, spent about hdf an hour
on the stand as a witness for the defense in
Malva'strid. Though Mavo admitted to police
that he wasthetriggerman in most of the sniper
killings hislavyersarguethat Muhammed brain-
washed theteeninto participating in the attacks.

Muhammad “was a magnet to children,”
Mildred Muhammad said. “Hewas, | guess, that
father figurethey werelookingfor.”

She described how she met Muhammead,
married him, traveledwithhim duringhistimein
theArmy and divorced himin 1999. Thecouple
had three children, and she described
Muhammead asa"“ controlling” parent.

“He was the disciplinarian sometimes, but
his tactics were that he had to have complete
control of them,” shesaid.

Malvo, 18,ischargedwiththeOct. 14, 2002,
killing of FBI andys Linda Franklin outsde a
Fairfax, Virginia store. Hehaspleaded not guilty
to capital murder and terrorism charges. Histrid
resumed Monday after a bresk for the Thanks-

giving haliday.

Iraqgi police disputes death toll
SAMARRA, Irag—U.S andIragj authorities
disagreed Monday on how many Iragis were
killedwhenU.S forcesrepdled smultanecusam-
bushes during acurrency-exchange operaion a

two banksin Samarrathis past weekend.

The battles were described asintense, with
gmadl-armsfire escdaing into rocket-propdled
grenade and mortar attacks.

“Therel aminthemiddleof ahugefirefight
with bullets and mortars and RPGs fdling dl
aroundme,” recalled Staff Sgt. Bruce Jones.

Samarraisabout 75 miles (120 kilometers)
north of Baghdad.

U.S military intdligencecfficid sonthescene
sad 46 insurgentswerekilled, 18 wounded and
11 taken prisoner. Thosenumbersdiffered dightly
fromwhat wasreported in Baghdad, with codi-
tiongpokesman Brig. Gen. Mark Kimmitt saying
Hlragiswerekilledinthebettle.

Kimmitt ssidfiveU.S. soldiersand onemem-
ber of thecurrency-exchangeteamwerewounded
in the battle, nonewith lifethreatening injuries,
and said both currency-exchange operations
were concluded successfully.  Kimmitt said the
casudlty reports were “visud battlefield reports
... from soldiersinvolved in theengagement.”

Priest challenges late abortion

L ONDON —A femde curate has won the
chanceto takethe policeto court over itsrefusd
to prosecute doctors who, she says, carried out
an “unlawful” late abortion for ogtengbly cos-
metic ressons.

The Reverend Joanna Jepson, who hersdf
underwent corrective surgery on a congenita
jaw defect asateenager, wasgiven permissonto
chdlengethepaliceafter goingtotheHigh Court
in London, Monday.

The mother, who cannot be named for legd
reasons, is reported to have had the abortion
becauseshedid not want ababy bornwith adleft
pdae. Shewasmorethan 24 weekspregnant—
thelegd limit for abortionsunlessarisk of seri-
ous disability is diagnosed.

Rev. Jepson, curate of S Michad’s Church
in Chester, mid England, believes the abortion
should not have been dlowed because a deft
pdate isnot aserious handicap.

Shetold the BBC that terminating the preg-
nancy smply because of a dleft padae was an
“outrageous’ decison that must be chalenged.

“Itisacaseof unlawful killing,” the 27-year-
old added. “And like any unlawful killing it is
only right that the person responsibleis brought
to account for it.”



ROMANIAN, from Page 1 —

commander of the Romanian Detachment, as
he read the proclamation of Romanian Na-
tional Day. “In the wake of the Great War
...on thisday provinces with Romanian ma
jority werere-united with Romania.”

Valentin stated that although Romania
wasunifiedin 1918it still was under the con-
trol of the* Iron Curtain of communism” until
thefal of communismin Europein 1989; there-
after, re-establishing itsdemocracy.

“To preserve and improveits democratic
evolution, Romania has only one objective—
to be part of the Euro Atlantic Security struc-
ture and part of Europe,” Valentin added.
“Next year, Romaniawill be(a) full member of
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NATO and in 2007 will accede to European
Union.”

The proclamation was followed by the
playing of theRomanian Nationa Anthemand
afterward the playing of four popular Roma:
nian Christmascarols.

Thecaradls, trandatedinto the English lan-
guage by Lt. Cal. Bill Cojocar, Combined
ForcesLand Component Command liaison, a
U.S. Army Soldier of Romanian descent, de-
scribed the birth of Jesus and spoke about
Hisimportancetotheworld. Immediately fol-
lowing the songs refreshments were served
ascoalition forces viewed a PowerPoint pre-
sentation and read literature about Romania

“It wasvery important to be hereand cel-
ebrate their national day,” said Cojocar. “It's

beneficia for them to see that [the coalition]
recognizes and supports their holidays be-
cause it reinforces our commitment to each
other as partners.”

Iterating Cojocar’ swords, the host of the
event shared timewith each coalition partner
explaining Romania's history and showing
them some of the finer locationsin the coun-
try through books, computer imagesand post-
cards.

“We are here (in Afghanistan) living and
fighting together so it'simportant that we un-
derstand each other’s history and culture,”
said Mgj. Ovidiu Matei, codlition transporta
tion officer for the Romanian Detachment. “We
can seethat we share alot of the same values
once we get to know each other better.”

Rumsfeld praises NATO'’s transformation and progress

Story by John D. Banusiewicz
American Forces Press Service

BRUSSEL S, Belgium — Praising the alliance’ stransformation
to meet its 21st century challenges, Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld said here today that the United States supports an ex-
panded role for NATO, especially in Afghanistan and Iraqg.

Rumsfeld met with reportersat NATO headquarters, wherehe's
attending a conference of the alliance’s defense ministers.

The steps NATO has taken in the last two years reflect more
positive change for the alliance than any previous 10-year period
in its history, Rumsfeld said. He cited the creation of the NATO
response force and the new biological, chemical, radiological and
nuclear defense battalion that attained itsinitial operational status
today as examples of the alliance’s progress. Transformation of
NATO’s command structure - reducing its number of commands
by about half - and the ongoing streamlining of its headquarters
staff are other positive developments, he added.

As NATO transforms itself, Rumsfeld said, its emphasis on
capabilitiesisright on the mark. “ The more the United States has
looked at our circumstances, and the more NATO has looked at
NATO'scircumstance,” Rumsfeld said, “we have tended to move
toward a capabilities-based approach.” He said this involves a
totally different brand of thinking from thetraditional emphasison
numbers of troops and munitions.

“Thereal world today isthat a single precision bomb can do
what six, eight or 10 ‘dumb’ bombs can do,” the secretary said.
“If you have 10 dumb bombs and you reduce them by five and
replace them with five smart bombs, the idea that you've cut
your capability in half is nonsense. You've actually vastly in-
creased your capability.” Speed and flexibility are more impor-
tant than mass, he said, and he praised NATO for moving ag-

gressively in that direction.

Thealliance'srelatively low number of deployableforcesisa
problem, he said, especially as the alliance discusses taking on
more missions. ASNATO preparesfor its upcoming summit meet-
ing, scheduled for Istanbul in May 2004, Rumsfeld said member
nations must address the problem by eliminating forces that are
unusable against 21st-century threats and seeing that the savings
arere- invested into needed allied capabilities.

Rumsfeld said thework of the alliance’s International Security
Assistance Force operating in the Afghan capital of Kabul —
NATO' sfirst foray into operating outsideitstreaty area- hasgone
well. He added the aliance has agreed to expand that role with
more provincial reconstruction teams el sewherein the country. He
also said preliminary conceptual discussions have begun about
NATO possibly taking thelead rolein Afghanistan military opera-
tions.

Noting that NATO also is supporting the Polish-and- Spanish-
led division in Irag and that many NATO countries have sent
troops to Irag, Rumsfeld said the United States supports an ex-
panded role for NATO in both Afghanistan and Irag.

With speculation abounding over a meeting last week of the
European Union in Naples, Italy, Rumsfeld didn’t take the bait
when reporters pressed him for an opinion on aEU mutual defense
and planning function separate from NATO.

The secretary said he knows of no decisions made at the EU
meeting in that regard. He also noted he's confident the EU would
not do anything to duplicate NATO capabilities or compete with
thealliance. Earlier, NATO Secretary General Lord Robertson em-
phatically expressed the same point of view.

The secretary thanked Robertson for his “remarkable |eader-
ship” during hisfour-year term, which endsin fiveweeks, calling
the former British defense minister “a steady hand and force for
positive change.”

The defense ministerswill wrap up their conference today.
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PRT, from Page 1

“Once teachers start graduating from here, | think
it will make ahuge impact on the community,” said Sgt.
MelissaM. Barclay of the 407" Civil Affairs Battalion
from Arden Hills, Minn. “Over time, even the economy
will pick up as a result of better teaching. But, it is
going to take time.”

Although the Jalalabad PRT will officially openin
December, the team has already completed three
projects and have 26 underway, including a project to
distribute 35,000 school desks to various schools in
the Nangarhar province.

So far, there are six Coalition-run PRTs operational
in Afghanistan: Gardez (U.S.-sponsored), Bamian (New
Zealand-sponsored), Konduz (German-sponsored),
Mazar-e-Sharif (United Kingdom-sponsored),
Kandahar (U.S.-sponsored) and Parwan (U.S. and Ko-
rea-sponsored).

Presently, there are plans to standup atotal of nine
PRTs in Afghanistan, including sites in Herat and
Ghazni.

Col. Mackey K. Hancock, commander of the Coalition Joint
Civil Military Operational Task Force, and the governor of the
Nangarhar province, Haji Din Mohammad, speak before the
opening of the Pedagogy Teachers' I nstitute in Jalalabad.

Bagram Air Base MWR
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Tomorrow’smovie: “LaraCroft- TheCradleof Life’

Llocal weather

TWO-DAY REGIONAL WEATHER FORECAST:

Today Wednesday
Bagram: Mostly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy
H: 59F H: 57F
L: 34F L: 32F
Kandahar: Mostly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy
H: 63F H: 59F
L: 37F L: 39F
Kabul: Mostly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy
H: 59F H: 55F
L: 34F L: 30F
Uzbekistan: Partly Cloudy Partly cloudy
H:51F H: 56F
L: 28F L: 30F

Weather forecast courtesy of the Bagram Combat Weather Team
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D’backs get Sexson in 9-player trade

PHOENI X —Right after trad-
ing off apower pitcher, theArizona
Diamondbacks acquired a power
hitter who ranksamong thebestin
thegame.

TheDiamondbacksgot Richie
Sexsonfrom Milwaukeeinanine-
player ded Monday that sent in-
fielder Craig Counsdll and second
baseman Junior Spivey to the
Brewers

Firg baseman Lyle Overbay,
catcher Chad Modller and left-
handers Jorge De La Rosa and
Chris Capuano dso were dedlt to
Milwaukee

Inadditionto Sexson, Arizonareceived left-hander ShaneNanceanda
player to be named.

“I'm pretty excited,” Sexson said in aconference cal. “1 enjoyed my
timein Milwaukee, but as a player, we obvioudy play to win, and it got
toughinMilwaukee.”

Theded wasfindized after Curt Schilling passed hisphysica withthe
Boston Red Sox.

DelLaRosawasoneof four players sent to Arizonafor Schilling, and
could not betraded until the Schilling dedl wasfindized.

“Hewasthe Red Sox’sbest pitching progpect,” Brewersgenerd man-
ager Doug Mévin said. “He's ahead of our young pitchers. We were
reluctant to do the dedl unlesshewasin theded.”

Two-time All-Star Richie Sexson
matched a career high with 45home
runslast season.

Croom takes Miss. State job, becomes

first black head coach in SEC history

STARKVILLE, Miss.—Sylvester Croom becamethefirst black head
football coach in Southeastern Conference history, accepting an offer
Monday to take over troubled Mississippi State.

“We went after the best football coach and we re confident we found
that individud in Sylvester Croom,” ahleticdirector Larry Templetonsaid.

Croom informed Templeton that he would take the job lessthan 24
hours after Templeton said he had offered it. A news conference will be
held Tuesday to introduce him.

Croom, 49, has never been ahead coach, but hasbeenan NFL assis-
tant with five teams since 1987 and worked for Bear Bryant and Ray
Perkinsat Alabamafrom 1977-86.

The SEC’s hiring history came under increased scrutiny earlier this
year when Croom was passed over for the top job at his dma mater,
Alabama, in favor of Mike Shula, another former Crimson Tide player,
whoiswhite.
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Coalition Sports Zone

(Compiled from Sl.com)

McNair to start against Jets
EAST RUTHERFORD,
N.J. — Tennessee Titans
quarterback Steve McNair
was in the starting lineup
against the New York Jets
on Monday night despite
adtrained right calf.

McNair wasinjured last
week againgt Atlantabut an
MRI exam showed limited
damageand hedid not prac-
tice. Titans coach Jeff
Fisher madethedecisiona
few hoursbeforekickoff.

The NFL'’s top-rated
passer has played through
injuries in the past. Last
season, McNair took ashot
for the pain in his strained
ribs and rallied Tennessee to a 32-29 overtime victory Dec. 1 on the
samefidd.

Injuries kept McNair from practicing the final five weeks of last
season, yet he led the Titans to five wins and a first-round bye in the
playoffs.

McNair is having the best season of his nine-year career. He has
thrown for 18 touchdownswith only four interceptionswhile complet-
ing 65.3 percent of his passes. His 106.3 passer rating is more than 16
points better than his previous best of 90.2 set in 2001.

Also, Titans defensive end Jevon Kearse was inactive for the sec-
ond straight week with asprained | eft ankle, and Jetsend John Abraham
wasinactivewith astrained right groin.

i LB |
SeveMcNair missed the second half of last
week’s come-from-behind victory over At-
lanta.

Mild-mannered Duncan gets suspension

NEW YORK — Tim Duncan of the San Antonio Spurs was sus-
pended for one game by the NBA on Monday for pushing an officid to
thefloor.

Thetwo-timeleague MV P and five-time all-star made contact with
Jack Nies in the third quarter of the Spurs loss Saturday night to the
Golden StateWarriors.

Duncan was setting a pick near the Spurs 3-point line as Nieswas
trying to untangle himself from another player. Duncan cut to the high
pog, put both handsontheofficia to dear someroom, and Niestumbled
tothefloor. The officia quickly got up and called atechnical.

Duncan, dso the seriesMV Pwhen the Spurswon the NBA titlelast
spring, was out of the lineup for Monday night’s game againgt the Los
AngelesClippers.
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U.S. deploys military reconstruction

team in western province of Herat

KABUL, Afghanistan (RFE/RL) — The United States has
established a military reconstruction team in the western Af-
ghan province of Herat bordering Iran.

U.S. military spokesman Bryan Hilferty said the 50-member
group began operating in Herat today and will also oversee
projects in three neighboring provinces.

Five similar groups, known as Provincial Reconstruction
Teams (PRT), are operating in different parts of Afghanistan
(Bamiyan, Konduz, Mazar-e Sharif, Gardez, and Parwan). PRT
members participate in small reconstruction projects and pro-
vide security for aid work in urban areas.

Aid groups and UN institutions have criticized the deploy-
ment of the military teams in the safest areas of Afghanistan
while avoiding deployments danger zones where humanitar-
ian assistance is badly needed.

NATO took over command of one of the PRTs and agreed
to do so with other teams as soon as the necessary resources
become available.

First Lady wants to go to Afghanistan

after husband returns from trip to Iraq

WASHINGTON (FOX News) — Just three days after Presi-
dent Bush returned from a surprise trip to Baghdad, his wife
Laura Bush disclosed that she is considering a trip to Af-
ghanistan next spring.

Shesaid, “I’d really like to go. | hopeI’ll have a chance.”

Her statement caught her aides by surprise, but it wasn't
the first time that Mrs. Bush had disclosed a secret. She an-
nounced that the president would make a state visit to Britain
long before it was announced officially.

The first lady made the comment as she was discussing
the president’s trip to Baghdad last week, in which he served
Thanksgiving dinner to U.S. troops at Baghdad airport and
met with Iragi officials during atwo-and-a-half-hour stay.

Mrs. Bush says her husband called from Air Force One
not long after takeoff from Baghdad and told her — in her
words — “how sweet it was.”

She said that she was sorry that she didn’t get to go with
the president, and would like to visit Iraq and Afghanistan in
the future.

Mrs. Bush’s press secretary, Gordon Johndroe, said it was
too early to discuss a trip to Afghanistan and that there was
“nothing on the calendar yet.”

Mrs. Bush spoke with reportersin the White House drive-

(Compiled by CIJTF-180 Public Affairs)

way as she received the official White House Christmastree,
an 18 1/2 foot Fraser fir from Wisconsin.

Rumsfeld wants NATO to eventually

run Afghan mission, AP says

(Bloomberg) —U.S. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld wants
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization to eventually assume con-
trol of the military mission in Afghanistan, the Associated Press
reported in aninterview.

Rumsfeld said he hadn’t yet made a proposal, though he favors
aNATO transition from U.S. control, AP reported. Rumsfeld’'s re-
marks came on the eve of aNATO defense ministers’ conferencein
Brusselsthis week.

U.S.-led forces continue to seek holdouts of the Taliban rule
that collapsed in Afghanistan two years ago, AP reported.

Rumsfeld doesn’t expect alliance troops to completely replace
U.S. troops, AP reported. There are 10,000 U.S. troopsin Afghani-
stan, AP said.

“I've fallen, and | can’t get up.”

kevin_kilgore@hotmail.com

By Kevin Kilgore
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